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DAN DEVINE, collagist

In my collages, images and sym-
bols overlap. Pictures of pollution,
crowds, cars, cities, military equip-
ment, and personnel are the de-
structive elements. They mix with
:alm metaphoric images of civiliza-
tion. My pieces are built with
snapshot series. layers of 1mages.
and rusted steel.

Originally 1 did nothing but
make photographs. But I did not
want to be confined. I had worked
with steel all my life. I had been & :
raechanic and had raced motorcy<. -
cles for nine years. So 1 looked -
steel differently than most artists(]. .
realized it as a medium to express .
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slow destructive change and move-’

ment. | started to combine steel
with a series of snapshots showing

the passage of time. Eventually,
these became sculptures, or large
collages in boxes and required a
real studio.

My first darkrooms were in
bathrooms in my apartments, the
type where you seal yourself up
with your enlarger balanced on the
toilet seat and the chemical trays
on a board spanning the tub. This
is limiting, espectally if you have
roommates. .The collages, photo-
graphs, and metals were spread all
over beds, tables and counters.
They would all have to be maved
before I could eat, sleep or do any-.
thing in my apartment.

1 had to work my schedule
around jobs as a mechanic, car-
penter, or walfiter. [ hated waiting,
and escaped only when I became
manager of the restaurant. 1 found
that to be even worse, taking up
my time at all hours of the day and

- night. The increasingly profession-

al level of motorcycle racing I was
doing also began to.take too much
time away from my artwork and
had to be dropped. I finally had to
move into an industrial space with
adequate plumbing, electricity and
ventilation for darkroom work and
construction of collages. After hav-
ing studios in 12 locations over the
past 20 years, I'm now an artist of
Fort Point, Boston.
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